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the scientific method? Yes, but...

Idalene F. Kesner

Kelley School of Business, Indiana University, 1309 E. Tenth Street, Bloomington, IN

47405, USA

| began my career as an academic researcher and
educator in the early 1980s. If someone had told
me then that some 40 years later | would be living
in a world of declining trust in science, scientists,
and the scientific method, | would have scoffed.
Likewise, if someone predicted that in 2025 people
would have increasingly negative sentiments about
the value of higher education| | probably would
have dismissed their comments as improbable or
even impossible. But, here we are.

and therapeutic drugs to treat the virus. The pro-
gram was a success, yet there was a loss of trustin
science and scientists at the same time.

The Pew Research Center—a nonprofit, non-
partisan think tank—published a study on this very
topic in November 2024, focusing on the senti-
ments of US citizens. The good news? A majority of
Americans reported confidence that scientists act
in the public’s best interest. Levels of confidence
edged upward in 2024 after a steep decline during
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Out of all your years as a professor, what is the
single phenomenon that has most surprised
you about the human condition?

"The inability for most human beings
to change their opinions once it Is
deeply anchored in a position”
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“Different people know different
things and facts”

“The secret of good popular writing Is not
to patronize your readers but to once
again share in the process of discovery”
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